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SUBJECT: REPORTS OF SECRETARY'S PROPOSED VISIT TO LATIN 
AMERICA 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 0017 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM NOON BRIEFING, JANUARY 2: 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ABOUT A POSSIBLE VISIT TO CHILE 
BY THE SECRETARY, AS REFERRED TO IN A WASHINGTON STAR STORY 
OF JANUARY 1, DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ANSWERED AS FOLLOWS: 

A: AS THE SECRETARY HAS INDICATED, AND WE HAVE ALSO 
INDICATED FROM THIS PODIUM, HE HAS EXPRESSED HIS WISH TO 
MAKE A VISIT TO LATIN AMERICA. NOW IN RESPECT TO THAT, 

ANY CONTACTS WE HAVE HAD ON THIS MATTER HAVE BEEN EXPLORA- 
TORY AND IN CONJUNCTION WITH.. .WELL REALLY IN THE CONTEXT 
OF OUR BROADER EXPLORATIONS OF A VISIT BY THE SECRETARY TO 
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Q: YOU MEAN ANY CONTACTS YOU HAVE HAD WITH THE CHILEANS? 
A: THAT’S RIGHT. 

Q: IS THE SECRETARY CONTEMPLATING ONE OR TWO TRIPS TO 
LATIN AMERICA THE FIRST PART OF THIS YEAR? 

A: AT THIS POINT ALL I CAN SAY IS THAT CLEARLY HE HAS 
EXPRESSED HIS DESIRE TO GO TO THE MEETING OF THE LATIN 
AMERICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS IN BUENOS AIRES IN MARCH BUT 
WITH RESPECT TO ANOTHER VISIT I JUST DON'T HAVE ANYTHING 
TO ANNOUNCE. 

Q: WHAT’S THE DATE OF THAT FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING? 

A: MARCH BUT I AM NOT SURE EXACTLY WHEN. 

Q: YOU WERE HELPFUL ON EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITIES OF 
GOING TO CHILE. CAN YOU HELP US WITH ANY OTHER POSSIBILI- 
TIES BESIDES BA? 

A: NOT AT THIS TIME. 

Q: EXPLORING IS RATHER AN INDEFINITE WORD. WOULD YOU 
WANT TO PUT ANY OTHER COUNTRIES UNDER THAT COVER? 

A: NOT AT THIS TIME. 

Q: HOW ABOUT CUBA? 

A: I THINK I CAN SAFELY RULE THAT OUT. INGERSOLL 
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